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INTRODUCTION 

In a course on operating systems, students will learn about the various components that 

make up an operating system, including the kernel, device drivers, and system libraries. 

They will also learn about different types of operating systems, such as single-user 

systems, multi-user systems, and real-time systems. 

One of the main topics covered in an operating systems course is the process 

management system. This is responsible for managing the execution of programs on a 

computer, including the allocation of resources such as memory and CPU time. 

Students will learn about different scheduling algorithms used to determine which 

programs should be given priority and how to optimize the use of resources. 

Another important topic is memory management. Operating systems must manage the 

allocation of memory to programs, ensuring that each program has enough memory to 

function properly while also maximizing the use of available memory. Students will 

learn about different techniques used to manage memory, including virtual memory 

and paging. 

Students will also learn about file systems and how they are used to store and organize 

data on a computer. They will explore different types of file systems, such as hierarchical 

and flat file systems, and learn about the features and limitations of each. 

In addition to these technical topics, students will also learn about the history and 

evolution of operating systems. They will explore the different milestones and 

innovations that have shaped the field over the years, and consider the ways in which 

operating systems will continue to evolve in the future. 

Overall, a course on operating systems provides a comprehensive understanding of the 

underlying mechanisms that make modern computing possible. It is an essential course 

for anyone interested in computer science or a related field, and a valuable addition to 

any IT professional’s skill set. 

 

The prerequisites for an operating systems course includes: 

1. A solid foundation in computer science concepts: Operating systems are a 

critical component of computer systems, and a basic understanding of computer 

science concepts such as algorithms, data structures, and computer architecture 

is essential. 

2. Programming experience: Many operating systems courses will involve 

programming assignments, so some familiarity with a programming language 

such as C or C++ is often helpful. 



3. Familiarity with computer hardware: An operating system is responsible for 

managing the hardware resources of a computer, so some knowledge of 

computer hardware, including processors, memory, and input/output devices, 

can be beneficial. 

4. Basic computer skills: Some familiarity with using a computer and basic 

computer concepts such as file systems, networking, and the command line can 

be helpful in an operating systems course. 

 

A SOLID FOUNDATION IN COMPUTER SCIENCE CONCEPTS 

A solid foundation in computer science concepts is an important prerequisite for an 

operating systems course because operating systems are a critical component of 

computer systems. In order to understand how operating systems work and how they 

interact with other parts of a computer system, it is helpful to have a basic 

understanding of some of the underlying computer science concepts. 

Here are a few examples of computer science concepts that may be relevant in an 

operating systems course: 

 Algorithms: An algorithm is a set of steps that can be followed to solve a 

problem. Operating systems often use algorithms to perform tasks such as 

scheduling processes or managing memory. 

 Data structures: A data structure is a way of organizing data in a computer so 

that it can be efficiently accessed and modified. Operating systems often use data 

structures to store information about processes, memory, and other system 

resources. 

 Computer architecture: Computer architecture refers to the design and 

organization of a computer system. Understanding computer architecture can 

be helpful in understanding how an operating system interacts with the 

hardware of a computer. 

 Computer networks: Operating systems often include networking capabilities, 

so an understanding of computer networks and how they work can be useful in 

understanding how operating systems handle networking tasks. 

 

PROGRAMMING EXPERIENCE 

Programming experience is often a helpful prerequisite for an operating systems course 

because many operating systems courses will involve programming assignments. 

Operating systems are complex software systems that are built using programming 



languages such as C or C++, and being familiar with these languages can be helpful in 

understanding how operating systems work and in completing programming 

assignments. 

Here are a few specific ways that programming experience may be helpful in an 

operating systems course: 

 Understanding code: Operating systems are built using code, and being able to 

read and understand code written in a programming language such as C or C++ 

can be helpful in understanding how operating systems work and how they are 

structured. 

 Debugging code: Debugging is the process of finding and fixing errors in code. 

Having programming experience can help you understand how to find and fix 

errors in operating system code. 

 Writing code: Many operating systems courses will include programming 

assignments where you will be required to write code to solve specific problems. 

Having programming experience can make it easier to complete these 

assignments. 

 

FAMILIARITY WITH COMPUTER HARDWARE 

Familiarity with computer hardware is an important prerequisite for an operating 

systems course because an operating system is responsible for managing the hardware 

resources of a computer. In order to understand how an operating system performs this 

task, it is helpful to have a basic understanding of computer hardware. 

Here are a few examples of computer hardware concepts that may be relevant in an 

operating systems course: 

 Processors: A processor, or central processing unit (CPU), is the part of a 

computer that performs most of the processing tasks. Understanding how 

processors work and how they interact with other hardware components can be 

helpful in understanding how an operating system manages the CPU. 

 Memory: Memory, or RAM (random access memory), is a type of computer 

hardware that stores data temporarily while a computer is running. 

Understanding how memory works and how it is used by an operating system 

can be helpful in understanding how the operating system manages memory. 

 Input/output devices: Input/output (I/O) devices are hardware components 

that allow a computer to communicate with the outside world. Examples of I/O 

devices include keyboards, mice, and printers. Understanding how I/O devices 

work and how they are used by an operating system can be helpful in 

understanding how the operating system manages I/O. 



BASIC COMPUTER SKILLS 

Basic computer skills are often a helpful prerequisite for an operating systems course 

because operating systems are a critical component of computer systems. In order to 

understand how operating systems work and how they interact with other parts of a 

computer system, it is helpful to have a basic understanding of some basic computer 

concepts. 

Here are a few examples of basic computer skills that may be relevant in an operating 

systems course: 

 Using a computer: Basic computer skills such as navigating the operating 

system, using a mouse and keyboard, and managing files and folders can be 

helpful in understanding how an operating system works and how it is used. 

 The command line: Many operating systems include a command-line interface 

(CLI) that allows users to interact with the operating system using text 

commands. Familiarity with the CLI can be helpful in understanding how to use 

and troubleshoot an operating system. 

 Networking: Operating systems often include networking capabilities, so an 

understanding of basic networking concepts such as IP addresses, subnets, and 

protocols can be useful in understanding how operating systems handle 

networking tasks. 

 Security: Operating systems often include security features such as user 

accounts and permissions, so an understanding of basic computer security 

concepts can be helpful in understanding how operating systems handle security. 

 

 


