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Definition of algorithms 

In computer science, an algorithm is a step-by-step procedure for 

solving a problem. Algorithms are used in all areas of computer science, 

from data structures and algorithms to artificial intelligence and 

machine learning. 

Algorithms are important in computer engineering because they 

provide a way to design and implement efficient and effective software. 

When an algorithm is well-designed, it can be implemented in a way 

that takes advantage of the underlying hardware and software platforms. 

This can lead to significant performance improvements, which can be 

critical in many applications. 

An algorithm can be defined as a finite set of instructions that, when 

followed, will solve a problem. The instructions in an algorithm must be 

unambiguous and deterministic. This means that they must be clear and 

easy to understand, and they must always produce the same output for 

the same input. 

Some common examples of algorithms include: 

 Searching algorithms: These algorithms are used to find a specific 

element in a list or a set. Some examples of searching algorithms 

include binary search and linear search. 

 Sorting algorithms: These algorithms are used to sort a list or a set 

of elements. Some examples of sorting algorithms include 

quicksort and merge sort. 

 Graph algorithms: These algorithms are used to solve problems on 

graphs, such as finding the shortest path between two points or 

finding the maximum flow in a network. Some examples of graph 

algorithms include Dijkstra's algorithm and the Ford-Fulkerson 

algorithm. 
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 Data compression algorithms: These algorithms are used to 

reduce the size of a file. Some examples of data compression 

algorithms include gzip and Huffman coding. 

 Machine learning algorithms: These algorithms are used to learn 

from data. Some examples of machine learning algorithms include 

linear regression and decision trees. 

An algorithm consists of the following components: 

 Input: The input is the data that is given to the algorithm. 

 Output: The output is the result that is produced by the algorithm. 

 Instructions: The instructions are the steps that are followed to 

solve the problem. 

 Computations: The computations are the mathematical 

operations that are performed on the input data. 

 Decisions: The decisions are the points in the algorithm where the 

algorithm chooses between different paths. 

There are many different types of algorithms, but they can be broadly 

classified into two categories: deterministic and non-deterministic. 

 Deterministic algorithms are those that always produce the same 

output for the same input. For example, the algorithm for finding 

the maximum value in a list is deterministic. 

 Non-deterministic algorithms are those that may produce 

different outputs for the same input. For example, the algorithm 

for finding the shortest path between two points in a graph is non-

deterministic. 

Algorithms are an essential part of computer science. They are used to 

solve problems in a variety of areas, including data science, machine 

learning, and artificial intelligence. 

Algorithms are important because they allow us to solve problems that 

would be too difficult or impossible to solve without them. For example, 

algorithms are used to sort data, search for information, and compress 

files. 
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Algorithms are also important because they allow us to create efficient 

and effective software. When an algorithm is well-designed, it can be 

implemented in a way that takes advantage of the underlying hardware 

and software platforms. This can lead to significant performance 

improvements, which can be critical in many applications. 
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Importance of algorithms 

Algorithms are important in computer engineering because they allow 

us to solve problems that would be too difficult or impossible to solve 

without them. For example, algorithms are used to: 

 Sort data 

 Search for information 

 Compress files 

 Control machines 

 Design computer architectures 

 Develop artificial intelligence 

Algorithms are also important because they allow us to create efficient 

and effective software. When an algorithm is well-designed, it can be 

implemented in a way that takes advantage of the underlying hardware 

and software platforms. This can lead to significant performance 

improvements, which can be critical in many applications. 

Algorithms are an essential part of computer science. They are used to 

solve problems in a variety of areas, including data science, machine 

learning, and artificial intelligence. 

Algorithms are important because they allow us to solve problems that 

would be too difficult or impossible to solve without them. For example, 

algorithms are used to sort data, search for information, and compress 

files. 

Algorithms are also important because they allow us to create efficient 

and effective software. When an algorithm is well-designed, it can be 

implemented in a way that takes advantage of the underlying hardware 

and software platforms. This can lead to significant performance 

improvements, which can be critical in many applications. 
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Types of algorithms  

There are many different types of algorithms, but they can be broadly 

classified into two categories: deterministic and non-deterministic. 

 Deterministic algorithms are those that always produce the same 

output for the same input. For example, the algorithm for finding 

the maximum value in a list is deterministic. 

 Non-deterministic algorithms are those that may produce 

different outputs for the same input. For example, the algorithm 

for finding the shortest path between two points in a graph is non-

deterministic. 

There are many different types of algorithms, but some of the most 

common include: 

 Searching algorithms: These algorithms are used to find a specific 

element in a list or a set. Some examples of searching algorithms 

include binary search and linear search. 

 Sorting algorithms: These algorithms are used to sort a list or a set 

of elements. Some examples of sorting algorithms include 

quicksort and merge sort. 

 Graph algorithms: These algorithms are used to solve problems on 

graphs, such as finding the shortest path between two points or 

finding the maximum flow in a network. Some examples of graph 

algorithms include Dijkstra's algorithm and the Ford-Fulkerson 

algorithm. 

 Data compression algorithms: These algorithms are used to 

reduce the size of a file. Some examples of data compression 

algorithms include gzip and Huffman coding. 

 Machine learning algorithms: These algorithms are used to learn 

from data. Some examples of machine learning algorithms include 

linear regression and decision trees. 
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The efficiency of an algorithm can be analyzed using a variety of metrics, 

including time complexity and space complexity. 

 Time complexity refers to the amount of time it takes an 

algorithm to run. It is typically measured in terms of the number 

of steps the algorithm takes. 

 Space complexity refers to the amount of memory an algorithm 

uses. It is typically measured in terms of the number of variables 

the algorithm uses. 

The choice of algorithm for a particular problem depends on a variety 

of factors, including the size of the input, the accuracy requirements, 

and the time and space constraints. 

In general, it is important to choose an algorithm that is efficient and 

that meets the accuracy requirements of the problem. It is also 

important to consider the time and space constraints of the problem. 

Algorithms are an essential part of computer science. They are used to 

solve problems in a wide variety of applications. There are many 

different types of algorithms, and the choice of algorithm for a particular 

problem depends on a variety of factors. 
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Classification of algorithms 

Algorithms can be classified in a variety of ways, but one common 

classification is by their time complexity. Time complexity refers to the 

amount of time it takes an algorithm to run. It is typically measured in 

terms of the number of steps the algorithm takes. 

There are three main types of time complexity: 

 Constant time: An algorithm is said to be constant time if its 

running time does not depend on the input size. 

 Linear time: An algorithm is said to be linear time if its running 

time is proportional to the input size. 

 Quadratic time: An algorithm is said to be quadratic time if its 

running time is proportional to the square of the input size. 

Algorithms can also be classified by their space complexity. Space 

complexity refers to the amount of memory an algorithm uses. It is 

typically measured in terms of the number of variables the algorithm 

uses. 

There are three main types of space complexity: 

 Constant space: An algorithm is said to be constant space if its 

space usage does not depend on the input size. 

 Linear space: An algorithm is said to be linear space if its space 

usage is proportional to the input size. 

 Quadratic space: An algorithm is said to be quadratic space if its 

space usage is proportional to the square of the input size. 

The choice of algorithm for a particular problem depends on a variety 

of factors, including the size of the input, the accuracy requirements, 

and the time and space constraints. 

In general, it is important to choose an algorithm that is efficient and 

that meets the accuracy requirements of the problem. It is also 

important to consider the time and space constraints of the problem. 
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Algorithms are an essential part of computer science. They are used to 

solve problems in a wide variety of applications. There are many 

different types of algorithms, and the choice of algorithm for a particular 

problem depends on a variety of factors. 

Here are some additional things to keep in mind when choosing an 

algorithm: 

 The algorithm should be able to handle the size of the input data. 

 The algorithm should be accurate enough for the application. 

 The algorithm should be efficient enough to run within the 

desired time constraints. 

 The algorithm should be easy to implement and maintain. 

It is important to consider all of these factors when choosing an 

algorithm for a particular problem. 

  



PAGE 10 

Asymptotic analysis 

Asymptotic analysis is a way of analyzing the running time of an 

algorithm as the input size grows large. It is used to compare the 

efficiency of different algorithms for the same problem. 

There are three main types of asymptotic analysis: 

 Worst-case analysis: This analysis considers the longest amount 

of time an algorithm takes to run for any possible input. 

 Average-case analysis: This analysis considers the average amount 

of time an algorithm takes to run for all possible inputs. 

 Best-case analysis: This analysis considers the shortest amount of 

time an algorithm takes to run for any possible input. 

Asymptotic Notations 

Asymptotic analysis uses a variety of notations to describe the running 

time of an algorithm. The most common notations are: 

 Big O notation: This notation is used to describe the upper bound 

of the running time of an algorithm. 

 Big Omega notation: This notation is used to describe the lower 

bound of the running time of an algorithm. 

 Big Theta notation: This notation is used to describe the exact 

running time of an algorithm. 

Worst-Case Analysis 

The worst-case running time of an algorithm is the longest amount of 

time it takes the algorithm to run for any possible input. The worst-case 

running time of an algorithm is important because it is the amount of 

time the algorithm is guaranteed to take to run. 

To find the worst-case running time of an algorithm, we need to analyze 

the algorithm's behavior for all possible inputs. We can then find the 

longest amount of time the algorithm takes to run for any possible input. 
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Average-Case Analysis 

The average-case running time of an algorithm is the average amount of 

time it takes the algorithm to run for all possible inputs. The average-

case running time of an algorithm is important because it is the amount 

of time the algorithm is likely to take to run in practice. 

To find the average-case running time of an algorithm, we need to 

analyze the algorithm's behavior for all possible inputs. We can then 

find the average amount of time the algorithm takes to run for all 

possible inputs. 

Best-Case Analysis 

The best-case running time of an algorithm is the shortest amount of 

time it takes the algorithm to run for any possible input. The best-case 

running time of an algorithm is important because it is the amount of 

time the algorithm is guaranteed to take to run in the best case. 

To find the best-case running time of an algorithm, we need to analyze 

the algorithm's behavior for all possible inputs. We can then find the 

shortest amount of time the algorithm takes to run for any possible 

input. 

Conclusion 

Asymptotic analysis is a powerful tool that can be used to analyze the 

running time of algorithms. Asymptotic analysis can be used to compare 

the efficiency of different algorithms for the same problem. 

If you are interested in learning more about asymptotic analysis, there 

are many resources available online and in libraries. You can also find 

many books and courses on asymptotic analysis, both online and in 

print. 
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Algorithmic complexity 

In computer science, algorithmic complexity is a way of measuring the 

efficiency of an algorithm. It is used to compare the efficiency of 

different algorithms for the same problem. 

There are two main types of algorithmic complexity: time complexity 

and space complexity. 

 Time complexity refers to the amount of time it takes an 

algorithm to run. It is typically measured in terms of the number 

of steps the algorithm takes. 

 Space complexity refers to the amount of memory an algorithm 

uses. It is typically measured in terms of the number of variables 

the algorithm uses. 

Time Complexity 

The time complexity of an algorithm is typically measured using Big O 

notation. Big O notation is a way of describing the asymptotic behavior 

of an algorithm. The asymptotic behavior of an algorithm is its behavior 

as the input size grows large. 

There are three main types of time complexity: 

 Constant time: An algorithm is said to be constant time if its 

running time does not depend on the input size. 

 Linear time: An algorithm is said to be linear time if its running 

time is proportional to the input size. 

 Quadratic time: An algorithm is said to be quadratic time if its 

running time is proportional to the square of the input size. 

Space Complexity 

The space complexity of an algorithm is typically measured using Big O 

notation. Big O notation is a way of describing the asymptotic behavior 
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of an algorithm. The asymptotic behavior of an algorithm is its behavior 

as the input size grows large. 

There are three main types of space complexity: 

 Constant space: An algorithm is said to be constant space if its 

space usage does not depend on the input size. 

 Linear space: An algorithm is said to be linear space if its space 

usage is proportional to the input size. 

 Quadratic space: An algorithm is said to be quadratic space if its 

space usage is proportional to the square of the input size. 

Choosing an Algorithm 

The choice of algorithm for a particular problem depends on a variety 

of factors, including the size of the input, the accuracy requirements, 

and the time and space constraints. 

In general, it is important to choose an algorithm that is efficient and 

that meets the accuracy requirements of the problem. It is also 

important to consider the time and space constraints of the problem. 

Algorithmic complexity is a powerful tool that can be used to analyze 

the efficiency of algorithms. Algorithmic complexity can be used to 

compare the efficiency of different algorithms for the same problem. 

Examples of Algorithms 

Here are some examples of algorithms and their time and space 

complexities: 

 Linear search: This algorithm is used to find a specific element in 

a list or a set. The time complexity of linear search is linear, O(n). 

The space complexity of linear search is constant, O(1). 

 Binary search: This algorithm is used to find a specific element in 

a sorted list or a set. The time complexity of binary search is 

logarithmic, O(log n). The space complexity of binary search is 

constant, O(1). 
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 Quicksort: This algorithm is used to sort a list or a set. The time 

complexity of quicksort is expected to be n log n, but it can be as 

bad as n^2. The space complexity of quicksort is O(log n). 

 Merge sort: This algorithm is used to sort a list or a set. The time 

complexity of merge sort is n log n. The space complexity of merge 

sort is O(n). 

Applications of Algorithmic Complexity 

Algorithmic complexity is used in a variety of applications, including: 

 Compilers: Compilers use algorithmic complexity to analyze the 

time and space complexity of programs. 

 Operating systems: Operating systems use algorithmic 

complexity to schedule tasks and manage memory. 

 Databases: Databases use algorithmic complexity to query and 

update data. 

 Artificial intelligence: Artificial intelligence algorithms are often 

analyzed in terms of their time and space complexity. 

Algorithmic complexity is a powerful tool that can be used to analyze 

the efficiency of algorithms. Algorithmic complexity can be used to 

compare the efficiency of different algorithms for the same problem. 
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Big-O notation 

In computer science, big-O notation is a way of classifying algorithms 

according to how their running time grows as the input size grows. Big-

O notation is used to compare the efficiency of different algorithms for 

the same problem. 

Big-O notation is a mathematical notation that describes the asymptotic 

behavior of a function. The asymptotic behavior of a function is its 

behavior as the input size grows large. 

Big-O notation is used to classify algorithms according to their running 

time. The running time of an algorithm is the amount of time it takes 

the algorithm to complete its task. 

The Big-O Notation Constants 

There are a few constants that are used in big-O notation. These 

constants are: 

 O(1): Constant time. The running time of the algorithm does not 

depend on the input size. 

 O(log n): Logarithmic time. The running time of the algorithm is 

proportional to the logarithm of the input size. 

 O(n): Linear time. The running time of the algorithm is 

proportional to the input size. 

 O(n log n): Logarithmic time. The running time of the algorithm 

is proportional to the product of the logarithm of the input size 

and the input size. 

 O(n^2): Quadratic time. The running time of the algorithm is 

proportional to the square of the input size. 

 O(n^3): Cubic time. The running time of the algorithm is 

proportional to the cube of the input size. 

 O(2^n): Exponential time. The running time of the algorithm is 

proportional to 2 raised to the power of the input size. 
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Examples of Big-O Notation 

Here are some examples of algorithms and their big-O notations: 

 Linear search: O(n). 

 Binary search: O(log n). 

 Quicksort: O(n log n). 

 Merge sort: O(n log n). 

 Bubble sort: O(n^2). 

 Selection sort: O(n^2). 

 Insertion sort: O(n^2). 

Big-O notation is a powerful tool that can be used to analyze the 

efficiency of algorithms. Big-O notation can be used to compare the 

efficiency of different algorithms for the same problem. 

 


